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A multimillion-dollar resort-style
venue with pools, cabanas and
palm trees is proposed for Scarb-
orough beachfront. 

Owners of award-winning venue
The Breakwater at Hillarys Boat
Harbour are planning to redevelop
the site on the lower level of the re-
cently refurbished Rendezvous
Hotel where the Lookout and Club
A nightclubs were located. 

The site has been vacant since
the clubs closed about 10 years ago. 

The proposed 2000sqm venue, 
the first of its kind in Perth, is

described as a Miami-style “resort-
oasis” and will include a restau-
rant, dance floor and two big bars. 

There will also be small ponds
that patrons can sit near and
decked and alfresco areas with
high-end furnishings and greenery. 

The application to redevelop the
venue is with the director of liquor
licensing. 

Breakwater and Reid Group ma-
naging director Sean Reid said he
hoped the venue would hail a new
start for Scarborough’s beachfront. 

He said that, if approved, it would
open in time for the Australian Surf
Lifesaving Championships next

year, when more than 80,000 people
are expected at the beach. 

“It is about time Scarborough
had a world-class beachside venue
that can cater to tourists, locals and
people from all over Perth — we
need to focus on the future rather
than the past,” Mr Reid said.

“With the redevelopment of the
Rendezvous Hotel almost finished
and the State Government’s plans
to revamp the beachfront, it’s the
perfect time to open a venue like
this.”

The Government pledged $30 mil-
lion to the Scarborough redevelop-
ment in January after Premier

Colin Barnett called the beachfront
“awful” and in need of a facelift.

The Reid Group application re-
fers to Scarborough’s problems
with antisocial behaviour and pub-
lic drinking, saying the venue
would help lift the reputation of the
area with a sophisticated place to
eat and drink. 

Mr Reid said it was not intended
merely as a place to buy liquor but a
location where people could relax.

“Having a venue on the beach-
front where people can enjoy a
drink may result in less people
drinking on the beach and in other
public areas,” he said.

‘Resort-oasis’ planned 
to revive Scarborough 

BEACHFRONT REVAMP 

Miami-style: Developers of the proposed venue in Scarborough hope it will be a new start for the beachfront.
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Former WA Liberal leader Bill
Hassell has hit out at Opposition
Leader Tony Abbott’s support for
recognising local government in
the Constitution, warning a pro-
posed referendum will pit Liberals
against each other during the elec-
tion campaign.

The comments by one of the par-
ty’s elder statesmen comes ahead of
the Gillard Government’s expected
announcement tomorrow that the
referendum will be held in conjunc-
tion with the September 14 poll.

Mr Abbott has indicated in-prin-
ciple support for a referendum to be
held this year, despite the Liberals
opposing recognition in referen-
dums held in 1974 and 1988. 

Mr Hassell is a councillor with
the City of Nedlands, which in Feb-
ruary passed a motion against con-
stitutional recognition, and he
wrote to Mr Abbott last week urg-
ing him to reconsider his stance.

He said that recognising councils
was a “ludicrous proposition” and
the public would vote against giv-
ing Canberra more power. “What
you’ve got is a whole lot of puffed-
up people in local government run-
ning around trying to make them-
selves feel important,” he said.

Mr Hassell said WA Liberals
would campaign against any refe-
rendum and he could not believe
Federal MPs would support it.

Hassell hits
out over
council plan
■ Andrew Tillett
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